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STATEMENT OF THE GOVERNMENT OF CANADA 
ON INDIAN POLICY, 1969 
STATEMENT BY THE HONOURABLE JEAN CHRETIEN 
MINISTER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS AND NORTHERN DEVELOPMENT 
IN THE HOUSE OF COMMONS 
JUNE 25, 1969 

‘er | 
eae 
fe 
a 
_! 
fs head 


‘anby tod 3033209 ap 


uoljze1Oge]I,[| suep ‘UTZ eT e JNGep np ‘euTseIsnoyUS d9Ae apte Ins] gainsse 


we ust} 2 
yuo, nb araystuty Np seiteuuotyoOUOJ Sey 19atI1e I e@ suey ef 


*suaTpeuey sa 

sno} ep tndde,[ apuewiep af ‘“xnetourAoid sjuaweuireanos sep uoljei0q 
-@[[02 VT epueWiap of ‘IUUATPUT 9ZIATJOST[[OO eT op atd19ua,[ Je tndde,T 
‘93U0TOA auUO0g eT espuewep sf ‘anbrz1[od 33399 ap sj1tyoefqo sa{ ainod 
aiquieyy el ep Indde,[ espuewsep ef ‘puoy e eroutuUlexe,{[ mb aeaquieyy eT 


ap JusueUIIed 9}1WIOD ne astumnos e1ss osgsodoad tsute enbyrtjod eT 


‘uoTjnoe9xe,p adnois np ynq aAatwead o[ e1es aD ‘etn sni{d 

ysa,U ‘41e959,[, @ Ue set nb ‘awrtsaa1 90 enb yuOApuUatAUOD suUaIpU] 
set enb aizadsa,f ‘souuetput saatejjy sap ednoo0,s nb youNs 1p 

y@ onbtun asustuesai0,, ‘sue buto rot,p ‘aauitaddns suoaainod snou 

enb aiadsea,f ‘suotynjtos sasnaaquiou ap e310duio5s tnb axatduos 
uoysenb ‘saiza} sine] ep uoeajystulupe,[ ins sana sine, z9sutad 
-X9,p SouUaTpUT sopueq xne Issne elopuewep odnois 8D ‘uoTINDax—I,p 
SIDUepPed sap 4a Sa}I[epow sep ya(ns ne xnel9ep9sj sarajsturiw soajne 
S8T DeAe Ja SADUTAOId sot 9aAe SSUaTPUT SOT SBA UOTEI[NSUOD UA 
191}Ua,p e19S UOTJOUOF [Nes eT JUOp TeuUOsaed yney sp ednoiz3Z un 


| 
| 





Mr. Speaker: 


I am pleased to place the Government's statement 

On Indian Policy before the House. The statement 
outlines the views the Government brings to the 
consultations which must now be carried on with the 


Indian people and the provincial Governments. 


Throughout a year's consultation with Indian leaders, 
the Government has reviewed its programs for Indians 
and their effects on the present situation of the 
Indian people. The review has shown that this is the 
right time to change long Standing policies. The 
Indian people have shown their determination that 


present conditions shall not persist. 


PrOMetnesearly days of this COUNTY, a trustee 


relationship developed between the central government. 








and Indian people of a highly paternalistic nature. 








The Indian people should have the right to manage 
their own affairs to the same extent that their fellow 
Canadians manage theirs. Under present conditions 
they do not have anything like this degree of 

control over their land, their funds, OG, inecact 

any of their responsibilities. This is the central 


fact about conditions today and it must change. 
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Opportunities are present today in Canadian society and 
new directions are open. The Government believes that 


Indian people must not be shut out of Canadian 


life and must share in these opportunities. 


The policy is founded on the belief that Canada 
should be free of discrimination. People must not 
be kept apart from one another by artificial 
barriers. The goal of a non-discriminatory society 
can only be achieved if many ideas change. Change 
must not be confined to the Indian people, other 


Canadians must change their attitudes, too. 


True equality presupposes that the Indian people 
have the right to full and equal participation in 
the cultural, social, economic and political life 


of Canada. 


The Government believes that the framework within 
which individual Indians and bands could achieve 
full participation requires: 
1 The legislative and constitutional bees 
of discrimination be removed; 
2 There must be a positive recognition by 
everyone of the unique contribution of 
Indian culture to Canadian life; 
3 Services must come through the same 
channels and from the same government 


agencies for all Canadians; 
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4 Those who are furthest behind must 

be helped to catch up; 
5 Lawful obligations must be recognized; 
6 Control of Indian lands be transferred 


to the Indian people. 


The Government is prepared to ae the following 
steps to create this framework: 
1 Propose to Parliament that the Indian 
Act be repealed and take such 
legislative steps as may be necessary 
to enable Indian people to control 
Indian lands and acquire title to them; 
2 Propose to the governments of the 
provinces that they take over the same 
responsibilities for Indians that they 
have for other citizens in their 
provinces. The take over would be 
accompanied by the transfer to the 
provinces of federal funds normally 
provided for icin programs, augmented 
as may be necessary. 
3 Make $50 million available over the next 
five years for economic development in 


Indian communities and for Indian people. 
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4 Wind up that part of my department which deals 
with Indian affairs; the residual 
responsibilities for the federal government to 
be transferred to other appropriate federal 


departments. 


The government will appoint a commission to consult with 
the Indians and to study and recommend acceptable 
procedures for the adjudication of claims. The 


commissioner will be appointed soon. 


I intend to meet with the executive committees of the 
Indian associations as soon as possible. I shall seek 
meetings with the provincial premiers or their 
representatives in early July. The department will 
immediately establish a unit of senior personnel who will 
have no duties other than to consult with Indian people, 
consult with provinces, consult with other federal 
departments about the means of implementation and the pace 
Cielito elhis unit will also consult Indian bands to 
determine their views on control of their own land 
complex questions which offer many alternatives. I hope 
that we can end the single, separate service agency within 


five years. I hope the Indian people will agree that 
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this system which sets them apart is no longer 
useful. This will be the first goal of the 


implementation group. 


The policy proposal will be referred to the Standing 
Committee of the House where it can be thoroughly 
discussed. I seek the support of the House for the 
aims of the policy. I seek the goodwill, the 
support and the energy of the Indian people. I 

seek the support of all Canadians. I seek the 


co-operation of the provincial governments. 
Finally, I want to thank my department who have 


supported me in this policy completely and enthusias- 


tically since its inception. 
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